(C) IMPARTIALITY (Vs 11)


Vs. 11 – “For there is no respect of persons with God.”



JBP – “For there is no preferential treatment with God.”



RSV – “For God shows no partiality.”


The word respect means to pay regard to the external appearance, to lift up, or accept the face of anyone, that is, to be favourable to him.” It is usually used in a bad sense in the Bible and means to afford an unfair advantage to one or deliver  judgment not based on impartiality was forbidden under the Mosaic code, God himself being the Israelite’s example.


(Lev. 19:15) – “Ye shall do NO UNRIGHTEOUSNESS IN JUDGMENT: thou shalt not 

RESPECT the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: but in 


righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbor.”



(Deut. 10:17) – “For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great 


God, a mighty, and a terrible, which REGARDETH NOT PERSONS, nor taketh 


reward.”


The divine impartiality is also emphasized in the New Testament.



(Eph. 6:9) – “. . . knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there 


RESPECT OF PERSONS with him.”



(Col. 3:25) – “But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath 


done: and there is NO RESPECT OF PERSONS.”


(James 2:1) – “Don’t ever attempt, my brothers, to combine snobbery with faith in 

our glorious Lord Jesus Christ.!”


No one will pull rank in the judgment. All will be impartially dealt with according to the principles of divine righteousness.
(d) revealed law (VSS. 12-15)


Under the principle of works Paul pointed out that God would render to every man according to his deeds (vs. 6), making it clear that this applied to both Jew and Gentile (vs. 9). This twofold division of the human race not only pertains to race but revelation. The Jews had the special revelation of the oracles of God (3:2), and the Gentiles the general revelation of nature and conscience. The special revelation granted to the Jews is stated to be an advantage (3:1) It is therefore necessary for Paul to show clearly that the Gentile will not be judged by the same code as the Jews.



NEB VS (12) – “Those who have sinned outside the pale of the Law of Moses will 


perish outside its pale, and all who have sinned under that law will be judged by 


the law.”

Paul is not here speaking of salvation, but of judgment. He is referring to those who have sinned and must be judged for their sin. There is no question of the lostness of both Je and Gentile apart from the saving grace of God, but there is a question of the particular code of law by which they will be judged. The Jew will be judged by the Law of Moses and the Gentiles by the revelation of God in their moral conscienceless. Men are to be judged by the light they have severally enjoyed. The ground of judgment is their works; the rule of judgment is their knowledge. We have some intimation of this principle in our Lord’s words in:


Luke 12:47, 48 – The servant which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not himself, 

neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that 


knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 


stripes.


There is no question here as to all being punished. The question is degree of punishment based on knowledge. The one knew his Lord’s will (special revelation) and the other knew not (did not have special revelation). The Gentiles will perish without law, condemned by the law of moral consciousness, while the Jews will be judged by the special revelation of the Law of Moses. He now proceeds to further develop this principle by showing the way in which Jews and Gentiles alike stand condemned in relation to the law which governs them.


(Vs. 13) – “For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the 

law shall be justified.”



JBP – “It is not the familiarity with the Law that justifies a man in the sight of God, 

but obedience to it.”

Jews who rest in the law (Vs. 17) and think that it is enough to know it without obeying it, are in for a rude awakening. God is going to judge them for their obedience to the Law and not just their knowledge of it. The phrase before God is important here. Men have a way of disobeying God’s law and making it acceptable to themselves and others. But, before God only the does of the Law shall be justified. Paul makes it very clear later on, that by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight. (3:20). Men are not justified by doing the law. However, if a Jew puts himself in the of seeking to be right with God by obedience to the law, let it be abundantly clear that it is not enough to know it. He must do it.

Now Paul shows, that while the Gentiles do not have the special revelation of the Law given through Moses, they nevertheless have the law of moral consciousness, and stand condemned before God for breaking it.


Vs. 14, l5 (JBP) – “When the Gentiles, who have no knowledge of the Law, act in 


accordance with it by the light of nature, they show that they have a law in 


themselves, for they demonstrate the effect of a law operating in their own 


hearts. Their own conscience endorses the existence of such a Law, for there is 


something which condemns or excuses their actions.”


The Gentiles do not have the Law as given through Moses. However, the Law of Moses in its moral declarations, expresses the universal moral requirements of God. This moral consciousness is possessed by all men. This is shown by the fact that the Gentiles have laws to govern their individual lives and their corporate society which Paul calls a law operating in their own hearts. Men, generally, not some men, but all men, show by their acts that they have a knowledge of right and wrong.

This knowledge of right and wrong is a very part of man’s nature. The Mosaic moral commandments only spelled out what man knows to be true by nature. Not only does he know what is right and wrong, such knowledge being a part of the human constitution, but he also has a conscience which monitors his conduct and either condemns or excuses his actions.


“The heathen are not to be judged by a revelation of which they never heard. But as they enjoy a revelation of the divine character in he works of creation (1:20), and of he rule of duty in their own hearts (2:14, 15), they are inexcusable. They can no more abide the test by which they are to be tried, than we can stand the application of the severer rule by which we are to be judged. Both classes, therefore, need a Savior.”
(E) MOTIVES (Vs. 16)



Vs. 16 (JBP) – “We may be sure that all this will be taken into account in the day of 

true judgment, when God will judge men’s secret lives by Christ Jesus, as my gospel 

plainly states.”


Up to this point Paul has largely related judgment to deeds of conduct. The words do, do not, work, and deeds  have been prominent. Now he goes to the source of human conduct, men’s secret lives. God will judge man for what he really is at the core of his person, the source of his whole rational and responsible life. Jesus said, “OUT OF THE HEART proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies (Matt. 15:19). This is why one must have a purified heart to be right with God (Acts 15:9). The Bible has much to say about the heart and Peter refers to the real person as “the hidden man of the heart” (I Pet. 3:4). All of man’s deeds will be taken into account in the day of true judgment” and that in conjunction with the secret thoughts and motives. This principle pervades the scriptures.


Eccl. 12:14 – “For God shall bring every work into judgment, WITH EVERY SECRET 


THING, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”



Luke 8:17 – “For NOTHING IS SECRET, that shall not be made manifest; neither 


anything hid, that shall not be known and come abroad



1 Cor. 4:5 (JBP) – “We should make no hasty or premature judgments. When the 


Lord comes he will bring into the light of day all that is at present hidden in 


darkness, and he will EXPOSE THE SECRET MOTIVES OF MEN’S HEARTS.”


“The Father has committed all judgment unto the Son (John 5:22). He who was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin (Heb. 4:15), is qualified to be Judge in that day. While the gospel is good news, it faithfully declares the fact of judgment. In fact the good news is  that through faith in Jesus Christ one can escape the awful penalty for his sins. The gospel is to those who are heading for death, the deathly smell of doom, while to those who are being saved it has the refreshing fragrance of life itself” (2 Cor. 2:16 JBP). In preaching the good news, Paul always did so in relation to the certain and awful fact of judgment. We have a sample of this in his address in Athens.


Acts 17:30, 31 – God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: Because he 

hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in righteousness BY 


THAT MAN WHOM HE HATH ORDAINED.
(3) the religious sinner (2:17-29)


It is possible to be religious but lost: Paul establishes this fact by citing the case of the Jews. Since Paul’s day a comparable condition is to be found in areas of professing Christianity. Strictly speaking, a religionist is one who is devoted to a religion and that in a good sense. However, to many it has come to mean external adherence without sincere inward commitment. It is in this sense that we use it here. We shall consider five topics:


(A) The Religionist’s Claim (17-20)



(B) The Religionist’s Conduct (21-24)



(C) The Religionist’s Condition (25)



(D) The Religionist Compared (26, 27)



(E) The Religionist Corrected (28, 29)



(A) THE RELIGIONIST’S CLAIM (17-20)



1. CLAIMS TO PRIVILEGE (17, 18)




a) “BEHOLD, THOU ART CALLED A JEW”


Paul does not detract from the privilege of being called a Jew. The Jew certainly had an advantage as will be stated in the next chapter. Judah, from which the name Jew was derived, meant the praised one and according to verses 28 and 29 was one who should have the praise or approval of God. It was considered a title of honour, because it designated the people of God. The Jew was proud of the name and all it stood for in the history of God’s relationship to the covenant people. However, to be called a Jew and be a Jew according to divine standards were two different things, as we shall see. This pride of privilege is expressed by Paul when he speaks of we who are JEWS by NATURE and not SINNERS OF THE GENTILES (Gal. 2:15).




b) “RESTEST IN THE LAW”

The Jews were proud of the fact that they were the custodians of the Mosaic law. God had given it to them. They thought that possession and knowledge of the law guaranteed them salvation. But Paul had already scored that error when he had said not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified (13). This is one of the distinctive features of religious sin, to believe that knowledge of the truth is sufficient for salvation without obeying the truth. This is delusion of the worst sort.





c) “MAKEST THY BOAST OF GOD”


This was not the boasting of humble gratitude but of exclusive monopoly. They knew the true God and the heathen didn’t. They gloried in God as a national asset and private prerogative.
They regarded themselves in such a sense as a people of God, as to be secure in his favour, let their personal character be what it might.





d) “KNOWEST HIS WILL”


“Unto them were committed the oracles of God” (3:2). They knew the Scriptures. They as a people had been chosen to receive and preserve the knowledge of God’s will as given at sundry times and in diverse manners unto the fathers by the prophets (Heb. 1:1) But that which should have awed and humbled them only made them proud and disdainful of others who had not been so privileged.




e) “APPROVEST THE THINGS THAT ARE MORE EXCELLENT,





      BEING INSTRUCTED OUT OF THE LAW”

The Jews had the ability to discriminate between right and wrong and make decisions as to what was and was not according to the Scripture. This was a much more refined discrimination than the Gentiles could make who were not instructed out of the law.” However, it is one thing to make a valid judgment on the rightness or wrongness of a thing, and another to give ones self completely to the right. This was the point at which the Jew stood condemned. It was not his moral judgments, but his moral conduct that was in fault.”



2. CLAIMS TO SUPERIORITY (19, 20)





a) “A GUIDE OF THE BLIND”



Paul has just enumerated the Jew’s claim to distinctive privilege in relation to God. He now describes the Jewish attitude to the rest of the world, as one of confidence in his ability to teach the world divine truth. The tragedy is that it was not an empty claim, for they had the truth, but they failed in their mission. With a slight touch of ridicule, Paul shows the process by which the Jew should and could have reached the world. First he would take the Gentile by the hand and guide him as one does a blind man.





b) “A LIGHT OF THEM WHICH ARE IN DARKNESS”


This is another figurative expression to denote a teacher. Here he is seen opening the eyes of the Gentiles and dispelling the darkness of his ignorance by the light of divine Scriptures. He not only could give the blind man guidance but also sight.





c) “AN INSTRUCTOR OF THE FOOLISH”



The figure changes again and the Gentile is seen as being without true understanding. The Jew is in possession of such understanding and will replace Gentile ignorance with the wonderful revelation he has from God.





d) “A TEACHER OF BABES”



Here the Jew considers himself an adult and the Gentile just a baby. The Jew will

teach  these ignorant children.





e) “HAST THE FORM OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE TRUTH IN THE 




       LAW”


The reason the Jew could see himself as just described was because he did have the form (the precise sketch, the exact outline) of knowledge and truth. The law here stands for the Scriptures of the Old Testament. They had the truth; but they failed, because they didn’t themselves obey the truth.
PART B of this part of the teaching will be in the next part, Part 8.

